From unilateral neglect to the brain basis of consciousness.
According to the dominant focus model, the differential activation of the thalamocortical network is a sufficient condition for the diversity of states of consciousness to occur, and coherent patterns of interactive forebrain activation peaks are sufficient to generate specific conscious figures against ground. These minimal assumptions are consonant with the known properties of unilateral neglect. It becomes unnecessary to suppose that consciousness is an independent entity, occupies a dedicated location in the brain, is contingent on a minimal level of neural complexity, plays a causal role in enabling perception or action, or evolved because it plays any such role.